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Overview of Bangladesh Breastfeeding Foundation

Background:
Bangladesh Breastfeeding Foundation (BBF) is a philanthropic and non-profitable organization where a group of 

concerned and devoted medical professionals, scientists, public health professionals, nutritionists and individuals from 

government and non-government agencies are working actively from 1989 with a single goal of ensuring highest level 

of protection, promotion, and support of breastfeeding and optimal IYCF and Maternal nutrition in Bangladesh. From 

the year 1989 to 1995 UNICEF provided financial support through the Institute of Public Health Nutrition (IPHN) under 

a sub-project viz. ‘Comprehensive Nutrition Project’. On 9 November 1991, the National Conference on Breastfeeding 

was held in which the Honorable President and the Honorable Prime Minister of Bangladesh signed the Dhaka Decla-

ration.

The declaration pledged full support for the protection and promotion and support of breastfeeding. Since then the 

campaign has served as the national authority on breastfeeding in Bangladesh. In order to confer CPPBF into a legal 

status and to enable it to receive funds from donors, it was registered with NGO Bureau Affairs in August 1995 under 

the name of Bangladesh Breastfeeding Foundation (BBF). Science then BBF till date continues its movement to 

promote, protect and support optimal breastfeeding for all infants in the country with appropriate and adequate home-

made complementary food after 6 month as well ensure appropriate and adequate nutrition for the pregnant and nurs-

ing mother.

Goal of BBF 
The single goal of BBF is to significantly lower the morbidity and mortality rate of children through protection, promotion 

& support of breastfeeding and optimal IYCF practices and ensure optimum maternal nutrition in Bangladesh.

Specific Objectives:
1. Achieve and sustain universal exclusive breastfeeding for the first 6 months 

 (180 days) and ensuring  colostrum feeding for all babies from immediately after birth.
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2. Continuation of breastfeeding at least up to 2 years with timely introduction of appropriate  

             and adequate homemade complementary food  after completion of 6 months (180 days) 

3. Improve the nutritional status of pregnant and lactating mother.

Strategies:
1. Effective national, sub-national and international networks;

2. Integration of breastfeeding protection, promotion and support with existing with health care infrastructural;

3. Effective communication strategies and community participation;

4. Legal framework: BMS Code implementation 

5. Intersectional and gender-sensitive linkages.

Picture: Dissemination Seminar of Advocacy 
Strategy of CSO Platform on Immunization
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Background:
Bangladesh is a leading country in immunization coverage and activity. Yet there is considerable deficit in valid dose 

of immunization and challenge for sustainable high level coverage. GAVI was established as an alliance in recognition 

of the fact that expanding and maintaining immunization coverage in developing countries depend on strong partner-

ships, involving both the private and public sectors. Therefore, a civil society of NGOs would be working alongside the 

MOH&FW, EPI and MOLGRD activity. Bangladesh Breastfeeding Foundation (BBF) with the support of MOH&FW, 

EPI, MOLGRD, Global Alliance for Vaccination and Immunization (GAVI) & Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has estab-

lished a Civil Society NGO Platform called ‘Immunization Platform of Civil Society in Bangladesh (IPCSB)’. The objec-

tive of this platform is to strengthen the health systems of the Government of Bangladesh in achieving excellence of 

immunization with NGOs who are engaged in immunization work. Twelve NGOs from Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) 

are part of this platform. 

GAVI CSO Constituency Project-2014

Acitivity: 1

Launching Ceremony of “Immunization Platform of Civil Society in Bangladesh (IPCSB
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Activities of the GAVI CSO Constituency Project-2014 have done 
(August ,2014– December,2015)

1. Two person of facilitating CSO (BBF)  received Financial training in Nairobi, Kenya in August 11-15th 2014

2. Key Stakeholder meeting, Introductory meeting with the NGOs  and dinner with key Stakeholders at Pan   

 Pacific Sonargaon were conducted during  September

3. Two general meetings with platform members were held during November. Platforms name, (Immunization  

 platform of civil society in Bangladesh (IPCSB)), logo, mission, vision and committee were formed during   

 those meetings.  

4. M&E training for facilitating CSO (BBF)  and GAVI HSS funding  for the NGOs were conducted by the   

 Brenda Hegarty, Technical Advisor, Gavi CSO Constituency Project, Catholic Relief Services during 

 September, 2014

5. CRS has provided a training workshop on ‘Advocacy Strategy of IPCSB’ from 9th-13th November, 2014

6. Dissemination Seminar of Advocacy Strategy of IPCSB was conducted on 17th November, 2014

7. A consultant is working on  to identify the gaps and bottle necks of the immunization related national and   

 international policies as well as the strategies and to develop a policy brief for the government and other   

 stakeholders.

8. 3rd General Meeting of IPCSB

9. A day long workshop on “Media communication strategy for improving immunization coverage in Dhaka City  

 Corporation”.

10. Launching Ceremony of the ‘Immunization Platform of Civil Society in Bangladesh (IPCSB)’

11. Exposure visit to India with 6 members (Dr. S.K. Roy, CHO (DNCC & DSCC), Afroza Begum, 2 NGO 

 members )
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Fig: Picture: Launching Ceremony of the ‘Immunization Platform of Civil Society in Bangladesh (IPCSB)
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Background:
To control unethical promotion of Breastmilk Substitutes (BMS) Government of Bangladesh published a law titled 

“Breast-milk Substitutes, Infant Foods, Commercially Manufactured Complementary Foods and the Accessories 

Thereof (Regulation of Marketing), act 2013.” BRAC in collaboration with Institute of Public Health Nutrition (IPHN) and 

Bangladesh Breastfeeding Foundation (BBF) and support of USAID, planned to disseminate BMS act, 2013 at 

divisional level. Six divisional level seminars have been organized in Barisal, Sylhet, Khulna, Rajshahi, Rangpur and 

Chiottagong on “Child Nutrition and BMS marketing and regulation act, 2013”. BBF provide technical support to the 

BRAC.

Dissemination Workshop on Child Nutrition and BMS 
Act Collaborated with BRAC

Acitivity: 2

Additional divisional commissioner giving speech on BMS act, 2013 workshops in Khulna.
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How the Workshops were conducted (Methodology): 
Divisional Director (Health) of respective Division chaired the workshops. Divisional commissioner or Additional 

divisional commissioners were present as chief guest. A resource person from Brac gave a presentation on Chairper-

son; BBF presented the History of BBF. After that he described the clauses of the law. After that a short presentation 

on Violation on BMS Act, 2013 has been presented by him. After the presentation an open discussion session was 

operated by the chairman of the program. Resource persons were attained the question answers. After the open 

discussion session Participants fill up a commitment sheet where they wrote their suggestions and commi9tment to 

implement the law.

Summary of the workshop:

S/N Division Venue Date of the 
workshops 

Resource person from BBF 

1.  Barisal Brown Complex, 
Barisal 

6th July, 
2014 

1. Dr. SK Roy, Senior Scientist & 
Chairperson, BBF 

2. Kaniz Ferdouse, Program 
Manager, BBF 

2.  Sylhet Conference room, 
Divisional 
Commissioner’s 
Office, Sylhet 

28th August, 
2014 

1. Khurshid Jahan, Director (Admin, 
Finance & ERID) BBF 

2. Kaniz Ferdouse, Program 
Manager, BBF 

3.  Khulna Conference room, 
Divisional 
Commissioner’s 
Office, Khulna 

29th 
September, 
2014 

1. Dr. SK Roy, Senior Scientist & 
Chairperson, BBF 

2. Kaniz Ferdouse, Program 
Manager, BBF 

4.  Rajshshi Conference room, 
Divisional Director 
(Health), Rajshshi 

22th 
October, 
2014 

1. Kaniz Ferdouse, Program 
Manager, BBF 

2. MS. Lutfunnesa, Program Officer, 
BBF 

5.  Rangpur Conference room, 
Divisional Director 
(Health), 
Chittagong 

13th October, 
2014 

1. Dr. Iqbal Kabir, Senior Scientist & 
Chairperson, BBF. 

2. Kaniz Ferdouse, Program 
Manager, BBF 

6.  Chittagong Conference room, 
Divisional Director 
(Health), 
Chittagong 

14th October, 
2014 

1. Dr. Iqbal Kabir, Senior Scientist & 
Chairperson, BBF. 

2. Kaniz Ferdouse, Program 
Manager, BBF 
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Recommendation:
1) This law should be included in the mobile court law.

2) Need to disseminate the new BMS law in the all districts and upazila of.

3) More awareness program needed to aware the parents about hazards of BMS.

4) To implement the law media person should be involved.

5) More action should be taken against the violators of the law.

6) Health service providers (i.e. doctors, nurses, health workers, staffs of EPI) should be trained as they can   

 council the mothers to increase the amount of breast milk if there is insufficient breast milk.

7) Doctors can play important role to implement the law

8) Each member of family is responsible to implement the law.

9) Breastfeeding corner and crèches should be establish in each working places as working mothers can 

 breastfeed her child.

10) Punishment should be given to the law violators

Participants of divisional workshop in Barisal.
















































































































































